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acter of the United States will be im-
mensely benefited by the change. Justice
and Humanity require it; Christianity com-
mands it." He had not long been conduct-
ing the " Minerva " before he took up the
subject again, reminding the public of this
treatise. " In that pamphlet," he says, " I
endeavored to show by arguments and facts
that the labor of slaves is less productive
than that of freemen. A doctrine of this
kind, if clearly and incontrovertibly estab-
lished, will perhaps go farther in abolishing
the practice of enslaving men than any dec-
lamation on the immorality and cruelty of
the practice." He then takes up the statis-
tics which had accumulated since the pub-
lication of his pamphlet, showing in a for-
cible manner that the Northern Free States
were steadily gaining on the Southern Slave
States, and carries forward the argument
with great acuteness. " What," he asks,
"has produced this difference in the pro-
ductiveness .of the labor in the Northern                     -4
division ? Peace and good markets have rj
been common to both divisions; and the
laboring people in the Northern States were
as free before the year 1791 as since,